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Daulah), Muhtashim Khan and his 4 uncle, 'Abdur Rahim
Khan (Nasiru'd-Daulah Salabat Jang) joined him in Malwa
with their troops from the Deccan.

On hearing the news of Nizamu'l-Mulk's march, Haider
Quli Khan sent his son Kazim Khan to Delhi to try to turn
the Emperor in his favour and malign Nizamul-Mulk among
the nobles of the capital. Nawab Roshanu'd-Daulah, a man
of considerable influence at the Court, introduced him to
the Emperor and tried his best to make his mission a success.
In the meanwhile, the approach of Nizamu'1-Mulk made
Haider Quli Khan so nervous that he feigned insanity and
set out for Delhi covering two and sometimes three stages a
day, by way of Udaipur, the Raja of which place was favour-
ably inclined towards him. One of the reasons of Haider
Quli Khan's nervousness must have been the desertion of
some of his Turdnl officers and soldiery who refused to offer
any resistance to Nizamul-Mulk whom they considered to
be "the son of their spiritual guide" (Murshidz^dah), allud-
ing to the latter's ancestry.1 Several officers of note in Haider
Quli Khan's army, such as Mehr cAli Khan, Salabat Khan,
Zabardast Khan and Asad Khan had already quitted his
camp, and dispersed with their troops in different directions
in order to avoid a conflict with the Prime Minister. Probably
the desertion of his officers caused great melancholy to Haider
Quli Khan and deranged his mind.2

When Nizamu'1-Mulk was apprised of Haider Quli Khan's
march to Delhi, he sensed collusion between him and the
Emperor.3 In Malwa, it was brought to his notice that Haider
Quli Khan was in secret communication with the Emperor who
had reassured him and had promised to confer on him the
command against Raja Ajit Singh, who was then at Ajmer.
This double-dealing of the Emperor irritated Nizamu'l-
Mulk greatly but, being a prudent person, he refrained from
coming to any rash decision. He pondered over the whole
situation coolly. From Ujjain he wrote to Safdar Khan Babi
at Ahmedabad, informing him of his inability to go to

1 Alam Sheikh, the great grandfather of Nizamu'I-Mulk, was a well-known
spiritual teacher of Turkistan, who traced his descent to Sheikh Shihabu'd-
Din Suhrawardy.

2 Gulshan-i-'Ajaib, by Munshi Ram Singh (Asafia MS.); Siyor, vol. II, p. 457.
5 Mir*at-i-Mmedis op. cit., p. 47.